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Weekly Update for January 27, 2023  
 

Happy 100th Birthday! 
If we get better with age, then Gertrude "Trudy" Schmidt is just about 
perfect.  Today, I had the pleasure of visiting Trudy and her son Michael on 
her 100th birthday!  It was my honor and privilege to present Trudy with a 
Proclamation recognizing her milestone birthday and amazing life. 

 
Born on January 27, 1923, she was one of twelve children born to Polish 
immigrants Bertha and Joseph Glowacki.  During World War II she earned her 
nursing degree and met her future husband Arnold Schmidt at the doctor's 
office where she worked.  They were married in 1948 and moved into a home 
Arnold built for them on Brecksville Road where Trudy lives today. 
 
In the 1950's Trudy assisted in the start-up of the Independence 
Kindergarten and was an active member of many community organizations 
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including the Independence Garden Club, St. Michael's PTU, St. Michael Holy 
Name and Altar and Rosary Society, the Christ Child Society, the Cleveland 
Society of Poles, and the Polonia Foundation and many more.  
 
Trudy and Arnold, who passed away in 2008, were blessed with three 
wonderful children, Gwendolyn Manfredi, husband Anthony (deceased), 
Martin Schmidt, wife Debbie, Michael Schmidt, and two terrific 
grandchildren. 
 
I have known Trudy a long time and she hasn't changed -- she is caring, 
kind and full of life and has a wicked sense of humor.  Best wishes Trudy for a 
beautiful birthday and all of God's blessings.  
 
 
Senior Snow Removal  

Here's a reminder and update for all households 
registered for the City's Senior Snow Removal 
Service.  
 
The Service Director sends out crews after four or 
more inches of snow has fallen.   
 
Each plow operator has 16 hours to clear the 

driveways on their designated routes.  When crews are called, the information is 
posted on the City’s Facebook page.  Starting this week, the City will also send 
out an email advisory to all the registered residents.  
 
As always, we appreciate your patience and understanding.  

 
Dog License Deadline 
 

 
 

Dog owners in Ohio are required to purchase a 2023 dog license for their pets 
no later than next Tuesday, January 31.  Licenses can be purchased at 
Discount Drug Mart, Pet Supplies Plus, or online at the county site.  Buy 
yours today to avoid a penalty fee. 

https://cuyahogadogs.com/en-US/Dog-License-portal.aspx


 

 

 

 

 
 
This month's meeting of the Cuyahoga County Mayors & City Managers 
Association included speakers who brought a global perspective to the 
challenges government leaders face trying to solve problems in a time of intense 
division and polarization. 

Roelf Meyer was the South African government’s chief representative in 
the negotiations to end apartheid and later served in former President 
Nelson Mandela's cabinet.  Meyer has consulted on international peace 
processes in Kosovo, Myanmar, Northern Ireland, and Rwanda.  

Mohammed Bhabha is a former Member of Parliament, qualified 
attorney, and experienced negotiator. He was part of the African National 
Congress (ANC) team.  He has worked on transitional and constitutional 
support projects in Kenya, South Sudan, Madagascar, Sri Lanka, Yemen, 
Palestine, Bahrain, and Zimbabwe. 

Both leaders shared their unique experiences of conflict resolution, democracy 
building, and how to overcome differences to reach consensus and build unity.  
They also explained the importance of being prepared, creating an inclusive 
process, strong communication, and the need for bold leadership. 

 
 



Survey In the Mail 
 
Some residents have received an American 
Community Survey (ACS) packet in the mail from 
the United States Census Bureau.  It was likely 
addressed "To the Resident of" and included a 
postage-paid return envelope.    
 
This is a legitimate survey from the U.S. Census Bureau but not everyone will 
receive a packet.  It is a random survey conducted year round and mailed to 
approximately 295,000 addresses each month in all 50 states.  In total, 3.5 
million surveys are sent out every year. It is the largest household survey that 
the Census Bureau administers. 
 
The ACS is one of only a few U.S. Census surveys for which all recipients are 
required by law to respond.  Each survey packet includes a deadline date to return 
the survey and a postage-paid envelope.  You can also complete the survey 
online at respond.census.gov/acs. If the survey is not returned, a representative 
from the U.S. Census Bureau may show up at your home.  These representatives 
carry government identification badges, will have a laptop or iPad, and will 
follow strict COVID protocols.  
 
The ACS is a demographics survey separate from the long form decennial 
census.  It includes questions about ancestry, citizenship, educational 
attainment, income, language proficiency, employment, and housing 
characteristics.  
 
If you need help or have questions about completing the form, please call 
1.800.354.7271. 
 

Property Tax Deadline Extended 

The Cuyahoga County Treasury Department has extended the 
last day for residents to pay property taxes without penalty 
from Thursday, January 26, 2023, to Thursday, February 9, 
2023. 

Residents will see the original January 26, 2023, payment 
deadline on their property tax bill that was sent in the mail 

which is incorrect.  The last day to pay without penalty has been extended to 
Thursday, February 9, 2023.  
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Time Is Running Out! 
 
 
A reminder that everyone has until Tuesday, January 31 to 
complete the 20 Community Wellness Challenge 
activities and turn in their form to Community Services to 
receive a prize! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Go Teams! 
The Youth Basketball program is off to a strong start with many games being 
played!   

 

 



 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 
please ask them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 
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